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COSEWIC Status: Special Concern 2008
Short-eared Owl is nomadic, nesting and wintering in areas with a local abundance of Microtus voles and other small mammals, and generally avoids forested areas. It is a rare breeder in Saskatchewan except in low-lying grasslands in the Last Mountain Lake -Quill Lakes area. 1 Its irregular appearances obscure the continent-wide downward population decline as measured by Christmas Bird Counts. 2 The primary factor appears to be habitat loss and alternation.
Nests are hard to find, typically hidden in dense grassland, but sometimes in stubble 
